Maternal hemodynamics and aortic diameter in normal and hypertensive pregnancies.
The aortic diameters of 89 normotensive pregnant women were compared with those of nine rigorously defined preeclamptic women and 59 women who required antihypertensive therapy. Over the course of normal pregnancy, the diameter increased significantly; it was larger in preeclamptic than in normotensive women throughout pregnancy. The aortic diameter in women with high-resistance hypertension was smaller than that in normotensive women and in those with high-output, low-resistance hypertension, but it was larger in women with low-resistance hypertension than in normotensive women. The aortic diameter increased after treatment of high-resistance hypertension with hydralazine, but decreased after treatment of high-output, low-resistance hypertension.